AOA Club Call Summary – October 14, 2026
Oct 15, 2026 · @Maria
Thank you to everyone who joined the first Club Call of the 2026-27 season. Below is a summary of the updates shared, with the deadlines and actions clubs need to know. Full slides and the recording are linked in the covering email.
Club action checklist
· ☐ Register coaches for the Coaches Conference before registration closes Saturday, October 17
· ☐ Share the new U18/U21 National Points Race Series with your U18 athletes, graduating U16s, young coaches and local high schools
· ☐ U16 head coaches: attend the October 25 meeting. Missed the invite? Contact Joey Lavigne
· ☐ Request club-run professional development credits from Sarah Edwards and share the registration link with coaches before training happens
· ☐ Make sure club activities and contacts are current in Uplifter (formerly SnowReg)
· ☐ Submit AOA invitational sanction applications by November 30 (NCD, NOD, LSDA)
· ☐ Email U14/U16 OCUP fitness testing results to AOA by December 1, using the ACA template
· ☐ Register all U14, U16 and U18/21 OCUP athletes on the base list at alpinepoints.com
· ☐ FIS registration deadline is December 25 (a $145 late fee applies after)
· ☐ All coaches licensed by January 31
Key dates
	Date
	Event

	Oct 17
	Coaches Conference registration closes

	Oct 18
	AOA coach course schedule released on Uplifter

	Oct 21, 4 pm
	Value of Ski Racing Study presentation (Zoom)

	Oct 23
	EL Learning Facilitator training, Blue Mountain

	Oct 23, 5:30-8 pm
	Ontario Ski Racing Awards, Toronto Ski & Snowboard Show

	Oct 24
	AOA/SOD Coaches Conference, Blue Mountain Inn

	Oct 25
	U16 Head Coaches Meeting

	Nov 11, 3:30 pm
	Club Call #2

	Nov 19
	EL Learning Facilitator training (Zoom)

	Nov 21
	Path to the Podium dinner, Georgian Peaks Club

	Nov 26
	EL Coach Evaluator training (Zoom)

	Nov 30
	Invitational sanction applications due (NCD, NOD, LSDA)

	Dec 1
	U14/U16 OCUP fitness results due

	Dec 5-6
	Audi FIS World Cup, Tremblant

	Dec 25
	FIS registration deadline

	Jan 31
	Coach licensing deadline


U16 ADP + OCUP update
The U16 ADP ran three camps this year (dryland, Chile and Landgraaf indoor), with 16 athletes from 6 clubs. Because 2026-27 is a Canada Winter Games year, there is no U16 Eastern Nationals. Midwinters will serve as the qualifier, is open to all divisions and includes a ski cross training day and race.
· Full U14/U16 SOD OCUP calendar is posted on the AOA website
· U16 OCUP Quebec Speed Camp and Race: date TBD
· Midwinters: January 19-22, SOD
· U16 OCUP Finals: March 22-26, NOD
· U16 Whistler Cup: April 6-11
· U16 Head Coaches Meeting: October 25, in person in Collingwood with a call-in option. Contact Joey Lavigne if your head coach missed the invite
U14 OCUP update
· Full U14 SOD OCUP calendar is posted on the AOA website
· U14 OCUP Finals: March 15-19, Camp Fortune (NCD)
· U14 Can-Ams: April 1-4, Tremblant, QC (Team Ontario selected from OCUP)
· U14 Mealey Speed Week: February 1-6
· U14 Whistler Cup: April 8-11
New: U18/U21 National Points Race Series
AOA is launching a competitive, non-FIS race series for athletes beyond U16, with two weekend events this season: Mansfield (January 30-31) and Antoine Mountain (March 13-15). Together they deliver six race days, scheduled on weekends to avoid school exams.
Who it's for: graduating U16 OCUP/SCUP racers, high school racers, college and university racers, and young coaches who want to keep racing alongside coaching. FIS racers are welcome when it fits their schedule (some point restrictions apply).
Not a replacement for FIS. Athletes aiming for ODST, OST, Canadian university or NCAA programs still need a FIS program. Existing options for U18 athletes (entry into U16 SCUP and U16 OCUP) continue.
Each event includes:
· GS or SL races, depending on the host hill
· Training and/or warm-up courses, as permitted by the host hill
· A social event such as a banquet or BBQ
· A territorial welcome by the host First Nation
· Expanded awards: podiums by year of birth, Biggest Mover and Tokyo Drift
Removing barriers: a weekend race licence option is being explored with Alpine Canada (details to come), racing wraps by 2 pm on the final day, athletes can attend even if their club can't send a coach, and high school teams and coaches are welcome.
How clubs can help:
· Communicate the series to your U18s and promote it with your club coaches
· Promote it with a local high school
· Plan for parent volunteer support for travelling athletes
· Talk to AOA about hosting an event in 2027-28
Rules for the series will be published in the new Provincial Competition Rules in the coming weeks.
Fitness results
U14/U16 OCUP athlete fitness testing results must be emailed to AOA by December 1, using the ACA template. Clubs running their own testing can contact Suki Chapman at memberservices@alpineontario.ca for help.
Skill Up sessions
Three Skill Up days are scheduled in SOD this season, led by Jacques Reid:
1. Alpine Ski Club: January 14
1. Caledon Ski Club: January 28 (ski cross theme)
1. Blue Mountain: February 25 (slalom focus)
These open, fun days let athletes ski with new friends and push outside their comfort zones. Sessions have hit capacity in past years, so this year the goal is to bring out more coaches and turn no one away. Watch the website and Race Line for registration and the sign-up deadline.
Coach education
Coaches Conference: Saturday, October 24, Blue Mountain Inn, Weider Ballroom. About 18 spots remain and registration closes October 17. The day before (October 23) is EL Learning Facilitator and coach developer training at Blue Mountain, open to all, including a workshop from conference keynote Jenny Rearick. Senior club staff are encouraged to attend.
Upcoming training:
· October 18: AOA coach course schedule (EL and DL) released on Uplifter
· November 19, 6-9 pm (Zoom): EL Learning Facilitator training for those who can't attend October 23
· November 26, 6-8 pm (Zoom): EL Coach Evaluator training for new evaluators
What's new for 2026-27:
· Every coach needs 4 education credits and 1 risk management credit to be licensed. This now includes Entry Level coaches (previously 2 education credits).
· The Safe Sport module provides 4 education credits and 1 risk management credit and must be renewed every two years.
· The ACA e-learning module "The Canadian Approach" in the NCCP Locker also earns credits.
· Clubs can register their own training for credits with Sarah Edwards. She will send a registration link; share it with coaches before the training, as coaches can't be added afterward.
· Background checks go through the Uplifter renewal only. Emailed checks won't be accepted.
· Development Level is now 4 days on snow plus an online module in The Locker ($99). The indoor day is gone. DL courses: December 19-22 at Osler Bluff/Beaver Valley, one over university reading week, and two split courses in March.
· SnowReg is now Uplifter, so expect a new look when coaches renew.
· ACA's coach education resources are moving to a new Alpine Canada website; the LTAD site has limited information until it launches.
Licensing reminders: the licence cycle runs September 1 to August 31, and the deadline to be licensed is January 31. Coaches not licensed by then lose their registered-in-good-standing status with ACA-CSC. Requirements: annual coaching dues, release waiver, code of conduct, a current Criminal Record Check covering the full cycle, Rowan's Law acknowledgement (Ontario), Safe Sport training, and education and risk management credits.
Coach Up
Coach Up sessions return for DL and PL coaches (keen EL coaches are welcome too) to spend "a day in the life" training alongside OST and ODST coaches. AOA will reach out to recent DL and PL course candidates; watch Race Line for details.
Congratulations, Howie
Congratulations to Wayne "Howie" Howard of Stayner, ON, recipient of the Coaches Association of Ontario's 2026 Ontario Coaching Excellence Award for Alpine Skiing.
Club and parent resources
Updated resources for 2026-27 are ready to share with your club families, especially parents new to racing:
· AOA Membership Registration "How-To" video: step-by-step registration on the new Uplifter platform for athletes, coaches, officials and parents
· Skiis & Biikes Gear Guide app: a web app (no download needed) with mandatory gear, equipment tips, fitting advice and updated regulations by age and level
· 2026-27 AOA Parent Handbook: program details and schedules, parent expectations and volunteer roles, safety policies and athlete behaviour
· AOA Normerica videos: a six-part "parent IQ" series for families starting in ski racing
Carving the Future: para funding
Alpine Canada's Carving the Future grants help clubs start and grow para-alpine programs. Funding is limited and rarely offered, so apply early.
	Grant
	Amount
	What it's for

	Try-It Grant
	Up to $2,500
	Intro days that bring new para athletes to your hill

	Athlete Integration Grant
	Up to $5,000
	Bringing developing para athletes into your club or provincial program

	Athlete Bursary
	Up to $2,500
	Individual athlete travel, coaching and adaptive equipment

	Para Coach Development
	$5,000-$10,000
	Paying qualified coaches to work with para athletes and build your program


Applications go through Alpine Canada (ACA) and are reviewed on a rolling basis, so apply early for first-half-of-season projects. Details at alpinecanada.org/train/para-alpine/carvingthefuture. Questions: Mark Newton, mnewton@alpinecanada.org, or Patrick Biggs.
Upcoming events
Audi FIS World Cup, Tremblant (December 5-6, Women's Giant Slalom). The Clubs Fan Zone is back with an improved on-site welcome for clubs, a redesigned next-gen zone and souvenirs, discounted tickets, youth ambassadors and club communications support. Reservation and program links are in the slides.
Canadian Ski Racing Awards 2026. Congratulations to Ontario's three national winners:
· Para Alpine Athlete of the Year: Michaela Gosselin
· Provincial Athlete of the Year: Jasper Williams
· Ski Club of the Year: Mansfield Ski Club
2026 Ontario Ski Racing Awards. Friday, October 23, 5:30-8 pm, at the Toronto Ski & Snowboard Show (Exhibition Place, Better Living Centre). Meet us at the Snow Desk, T-Bar. The awards are free with show admission, and the AOA community gets 25% off tickets with code AOA25.
	Award
	Recipient
	Club

	Skiis & Biikes Athlete of the Year: Ski Cross
	Felix Lepipas
	Beaver Valley Ski Club

	Skiis & Biikes Athlete of the Year: Alpine Female
	Marie-Penelope Robinson
	TBFast

	Skiis & Biikes Athlete of the Year: Alpine Male
	Jasper Williams
	Georgian Peaks Ski Club

	Skiis & Biikes Athlete of the Year: Para Alpine
	Michaela Gosselin
	Osler Bluff Ski Club

	Anthony Pacione Coach of the Year (U14+)
	Brian McGregor
	Jozo Weider Ski Club

	Anthony Pacione Coach of the Year (U12)
	Ken Priest
	Mansfield Ski Club

	Fasken Volunteer of the Year
	Neil Coats
	NAC/PASC/TBFast/LSDA

	Robert Shore Official of the Year
	Gary Munro
	Mansfield Ski Club

	Karbon Event of the Year
	Ski Meister
	Beaver Valley Ski Club

	Spirit of Sandy Proctor Award
	Kevin Gosselin
	Osler Bluff Ski Club

	Normerica Builder of the Year
	Mario Guertin
	All

	Mackenzie Investments Race Club of the Year
	Mansfield Ski Club
	


Path to the Podium. Saturday, November 21, 6 pm, Georgian Peaks Club. This community-led dinner raises funds for Ontario athletes with World Cup ambitions, with 100% of proceeds going to programming gaps and key AOA funding priorities. The all-star panel features Jan Hudec, Ed Podivinsky, Katie Twible and Johnny Kucera. Dinner is limited to 200 guests; tickets are $500 per person or $5,000 for a table of 10. RSVP or donate: nick.hamilton@rbc.com or 705-444-4777.
Fees and registration
AOA membership fees for 2026-27 reflect a standard 2.5% inflationary increase. The full fee schedule is posted on the AOA website (2627 Fees, AOA Membership Fees PDF). AOA registration is open on Uplifter (formerly SnowReg); log in with your SnowReg username and password.
· OCUP race entry fee maximums: SL/GS $65 + HST, SG $75 + HST, FIS $80 + HST
· AOA invitationals: $150 flat calendaring fee, which includes a calendar listing and posted results. Bibs are available with a $100 deposit. SOD invitationals must also be calendared with the SOD committee.
Insurance
ACA is offering the same three programs as last year:
· CGL: covers all registrants (athletes, coaches and officials)
· Directors and Officers: clubs and divisions, $2M coverage
· Sport Accident Insurance Program (SAIP): special risk accident and out-of-country emergency medical
SAIP is required for all sanctioned out-of-country camps. All FIS athletes, including masters, need special risk accident and emergency medical insurance. International programs (US academies, US universities, etc.) and FIS masters may use alternative insurance if ACA approves the policy. For camps at common Canadian training centres, use the ACA Global Certificate of Insurance.
Provincial Competition Rules (PCR) update
· No live timing at U12 and below
· No equipment on the podium
· New rules for the U18/U21 National Points Race Series
· Updated FIS quotas
Details will be published in the new Provincial Competition Rules in the coming weeks.
Officials
Officials updates and course dates will be shared at the November Club Call.
Reminders
· Keep your club activities and contacts current in Uplifter (formerly SnowReg) for 2026-27.
· AOA event sanction invitational applications are due November 30 for NCD, NOD and LSDA. The application will be sent to clubs that have requested it.
· U14/U16 OCUP fitness testing results are due December 1.
· Ski cross only: separate U12, U14, U16 and U18 categories. These athletes can compete in ski cross events only, not OCUP or SCUP series.
· FIS registration deadline is December 25; late registration carries an additional $145 fee.
Eligibility:
· Athletes registered as SCUP U18/U21 can also race U16 OCUP events in the U18/U21 OCUP category.
· Athletes registered as FIS U18/21 can also race U16 OCUP events in the U18/U21 OCUP category, using their national number and points (not FIS).
· All U14, U16 and U18/21 OCUP athletes must register on the base list through alpinepoints.com.
Division updates
· Southern Ontario Division (SOD): Shawn Letton, Jennifer Gillard and Jason Manning
· Lake Superior Division Alpine (LSDA): Dave Bradley
· National Capital Division (NCD): Tonya Hughes
· Northern Ontario Division (NOD): Bill Goulding
[Division update notes to be added]
The Value of Ski Racing Study
AOA's study with Deloitte builds an evidence base for partnerships with ski areas. It quantifies how racing drives ski area demand (skier-days, spending, engagement and season participation) and gives clubs and AOA shared measures for resort conversations. Join the full presentation on Wednesday, October 21 at 4 pm by Zoom (link in the slides).
AOA strategic update
AOA's strategic plan interval report tracks progress against the 2023-2028 Ontario United strategic plan, across four areas of focus and 29 key actions. Priority actions for 2026-27:
	Area of focus
	2026-27 priorities

	Organizational Excellence
	Updated org structure and roles mapping; Alpine Fund and major gifts; new revenue development; division MOU review

	Athletic Development
	Skill Up evaluator guide; Northern Training Centre partnership; high school supports and summer courses

	Coaches and Officials
	Refocus on Women in Coaching program; AOA HP camp mentorship opportunities; officials recognition

	Inspired Community
	EDIA handbook rollout; Safe Sport complaints procedures and sanctions guidelines; U18/U21 National Points Race Series


Tax receipting for club projects (NSTF)
As AOA member clubs, you can offer charitable tax receipts for qualifying donations to club initiatives or infrastructure through the National Sport Trust Fund, via Ontario Sport Network. Two clubs currently run NSTF projects for ski hill lighting. Program details: ontariosportnetwork.ca/nstf/about.
Next Club Calls
All calls are on Zoom, 3:30-4:30 pm:
· #2: Wednesday, November 11, 2026
· #3: Wednesday, December 9, 2026
· #4: Wednesday, January 13, 2027
· #5: Wednesday, February 10, 2027
· #6: Wednesday, March 10, 2027
· #7: Wednesday, April 14, 2027
AOA contacts
General inquiries: Alpine Ontario Alpin, 275 First Street, Unit 13A, Collingwood, ON L9Y 1A8 · (705) 444-5111 · memberservices@alpineontario.ca
	Name
	Role
	Contact for
	Email

	Patrick Biggs
	Executive Director
	Board, AOA leadership, strategic vision
	pbiggs@alpineontario.ca · (437) 245-6217

	Suki Chapman
	Programs & Membership Manager
	Programs, registration, fitness results
	memberservices@alpineontario.ca · (705) 444-5111 ext. 133

	Tori Johnston
	Competitions & Programs Manager
	Competitions, logistics, calendar
	tjohnston@alpineontario.ca

	Joey Lavigne
	Athletics & High Performance Manager
	OST, ODST, U16 ADP, OPAST
	jlavigne@alpineontario.ca

	Shawn Letton
	SOD Manager
	SOD programs
	sodmanager@alpineontario.ca

	Sarah Edwards
	Manager, Coach Education & Delivery
	EL, DL and PL coach education
	sedwards@alpineontario.ca

	Jacques Reid
	Manager, Coach Development
	Coach development, mentorship, special initiatives
	jski@alpineontario.ca · (705) 888-5544

	Maria Burton
	Director, Partnerships & Marketing
	Partnerships, marketing, communications
	mburton@alpineontario.ca · communications@alpineontario.ca · (416) 571-3346

	Larissa Pitcher
	Accounting
	Accounting, invoices, payments
	accounting@alpineontario.ca


Coaching staff: Nick Kwasniak, Para Alpine Head Coach (nick@alpineontario.ca) · David McNeil, OST Women's Head Coach (dave@alpineontario.ca) · Alex Lennox, OST Men's Head Coach (alennox@alpineontario.ca) · Henry Yeigh, ODST Head Coach (hyeigh@alpineontario.ca) · Tobias Porter, ODST Assistant Coach (tporter@alpineontario.ca) · Mattia Cason, ODST Assistant Coach
Thank you to our partners: Mackenzie Investments, Skiis & Biikes, the Government of Ontario, Karbon, Fasken, Normerica Timber Homes, White Raven Energy, Canadian Sport Institute Ontario, XSPEX and the Nik Zoricic Foundation.
